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Fathers’ rights attorney rebuilds international family ties

Hy Patrick Dirazen

Most attormeys don't get told
tha, if they show up for a child
custody hearing, they'll go
home in a body hag. However,
that did not deter tenacious Chi-
cogo sttormey Jeffery M, Leving,
whao has heard exactly those
chilling words. A client saw hix
children spirited away to the
Middle Enst by his ex-wife. Her
mother, wha aided in the abduc
tion, was hriefly imprizoned, but
then depaorted.

Jeffery M. Leving is this
father’s last hope.

One Mather, & Polish athlete,
lost towch with hix son when his
mather took the child to America
while the father was on tour. It
took three years, the National
Center for Missing and Ex-
Plodted Children, and legnl cagle
Teffery Leving before the fathes
could sec his son again. Leving
does not give up

Leving's practice of Family
Law has 1aken him to the U5,
Supreme Court. He traveled ex-
tensively during the hattle over
the fate of Cuban refugee Elian
Gonzaler. Leving fought fever-
ishly so that the child, whose
mother was lost at sea, could be
reanited with his father

Although Leving und his staff
of attorneys do most of their
work in the area of paternity, di-
vorce and custody matters, the
focus also extends to secking the
recovery and pratection of miss-
ing and exploited children
throughout the world,” Their fa-
thers are often short-changed in
& system that does not always
recognize 8 father as a parent, or
view a child as needing a father 's
love and protection.

Leving earned his Juris Doc-
tor degres in 1979, and in a few

years had started his own firm,
wilh a unigque concentration in
the rights of fathers. He las
since then assembled a team of
highly skilled attomeys, licensed
o practice in [llinois as well as
other siates, who share his pas-
sion 1o rid the legal system of a
gender bias. “Somebody really
needs to do something 1o seek
legislative and social reform to
protect eld-Tashioned family val-
ues,” Leving says,

Among his other sccomplish-
menis, he is proudest of huving

[—

co-authored the 1986 [linais
Jaint Custody Law. He has also
drafited legislation criminalizing
paternity fraud, and secking
lesscned child support payments
for fathers who are deployed
overseas in the military. This last
plece of legislation is also being
discussed in Califomnia, in hopes
of gening that stuie’s legislature
o enact a law based on Leving's
legistative initiative,

Laving has found a wide me-
dia audicnce for his message,
throwgh television and radio in
terviews and print media, He has
appeared with Bill O Reilly, Larry
King, Geraldo Rivern, Oprah
Winfrey, Ted Kopell, and many
other brondenst joumialists ana-
Iyzing fathers’ issues, He even
hosts his own call-in television
program, Chicage Counter
poinf, on Chicmgo’s CAN-TY 21,
and writes Dads Talk, n weekly
newspaper column,

In 1997 he wrote Fatker's
Rights (published by Basic
Books) with Kenneth A
Dachman, Ph.D.  It"s been de-
seribed as containing “hard-hit-
ting and foir advige™ on how fa-
thers can and must stay in-
volved in the lives of their chil-
dren

O March 11, 2004, Governor

Rod Blagojevich named Leving
the Chairman of the newly-coe-
ated Council on Responsible Fi-
therhood for the State of [linois.
This was only his most recent
henor: in 2002 he and fellow at
torneys Duane St. Pierre and
James Hagler received the
“Brothers in Arms™ Award for
their work on fathers' nghts, The
American Coalition for Fathers
and Children gave Leving a spe-
cinl award for his success in the
Elian Gonzalez case, [n 1994 he
received the Award of Merit from
the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children.

A quarter of a century afler
graduating from law schoaol,
Jeffery M, Leving is not close to
retiring.  He keeps up o primd-
ingly busy schedule, driven by
his commitment ta his beliel that
fathers and children must stay
connecied. Whether the father
is separated by reason of di-
VOICE, IMPrisonment OF, Moee re
cently, military deployment with
no fixed end in sight, bonds can
easily be shatiered and lives can
casily be ruined. Hard-nosed liti-
gator Jeffery M. Leving exists 1o
reconnect those bonds, because
the strength of the future lies in
the strenpgth of the children,



